MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING
VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

IN THE VILLAGE COMMUNITY ROOM
April 12, 2021
The regular meeting of the Village Board, of the Village of Strum, Wisconsin, Trempealeau County, was held in the Village Community Room on Monday, April 12, 2021.
Meeting called to order: 

The meeting was called to order by the Village President, Dean Boehne at 6:30 p.m.  Village Clerk, Michelle Loken, took the minutes of the meeting.  The following board members were present:  Berge, Thompson, Stendahl, Nelson, Hanson and Bjerke.  
Open Meeting Law Requirements Have Been Complied With:
President Boehne announced the open meetings law requirements have been met for the meeting.
Approval of minutes: 

A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Thompson to approve the minutes from the regular Village Board Meeting held on March 8, 2021, as printed.  Motion carried.

Appearance by Ayres Associates:  Gareth Shambeau appeared to address the board on the recent bid opening for the Spruce Street project.  The bid opening was on April 7th, 2021 and there were six bids that were submitted.  The low bid went to McCabe Construction, Inc. out of Eau Claire with the bid of $739,303.50.  A motion was made by Stendahl and seconded by Bjerke to accept the bid from McCabe Construction, Inc.  Motion carried.  There was discussion that Trempealeau County Highway Department will be chip sealing 5th Avenue and they will coordinate with the contractors to complete the manhole and the portion of 5th Avenue S that connects to Spruce Street.  A soil sample will be completed in a few weeks by a local contactor.  
Appearances by Citizens and Others:   

A. None.
Reports from officers:   

A. Clerk:
a. Election Results:  The Spring Election had a total of 138 voters.  The election results were Village President Dean Boehne, Village Trustees are Dave Berge, Chuck Thompson and Greg Rindal.  Rindal will take office on April 20th, 2021.
B. Zoning Commissioner:
a. Shawn Darling Garage Options:  Shawn Darling is purchasing 208 Oak Street property and is inquiring about moving the existing garage along side of the house.  This would require a variance and need the neighbor’s approval.  Brad Olson will talk to her about the process and she will come to the next meeting if she would like to proceed with the variance.

b. Michele Peaslee – 127 W Hickory Street – Fence:  Michele Peaslee is putting up a fence and meets the setbacks.  A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Thompson to approve the building permit for her fence.  Motion carried.
Committees:  
A. Public Welfare:

a. The committee met and discussed purchasing fence toppers for Spangberg Field.  A motion was made by Stendahl and seconded by Nelson to purchase the topper for the fence.  Motion carried.  Hanson also brought up the lighting issues at the field.  This will be looked at during budget time.  There were funds budgeted for garbage receptacles that have lids.  Michelle and Brad will check on pricing and get them ordered.
B. Recycling Committee:  
a. Recycling committee met to discuss the budget, options that would be available for changing bags and the possibility of closing the center on Tuesdays.  The larger drop offs would be scheduled to make them easier on the off-times that the center is open.  This will hopefully bring the deficit closer and the amount of funds lost are not as exorbitant.
C. Personnel Committee:
a. The flexible time off was reviewed and the amount of compensatory time was discussed that it should be used within the 30 days as listed in the employee handbook.  A Personnel Committee meeting will be scheduled to come up with a plan.
D. Miscellaneous:
a. Flower Planters:  Camille Skoug has taken on the job of setting up people to take care of the various planters throughout the village.  Dave Berge has ordered the hanging flower baskets for the downtown area.  The Public Works department will water them during the week and volunteers will be set up for the weekends.
b. Crystal Lake Dam: The logs that had scabbed on pieces have been removed and all have been replaced.  The lake is getting back to full capacity.
Approval of Vouchers:  A motion was made by Thompson and seconded by Berge to pay the following bills.  Check #’s 5096 thru 5140.   Motion carried.

Motion made by Nelson and seconded by Berge to go into closed session.  Roll call vote to go into closed session pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1)(c) to discuss Village employee concerns.  Berge – yes, Thompson – yes, Nelson – yes, Stendahl – yes, Bjerke – yes, Hanson – yes and Boehne – yes.  

Thereupon, discussion was held in closed session.  

Motion made by Nelson and seconded by Hanson to come out of closed session.  Roll call vote to adjourn closed session and reconvene into open session to render any decision made in closed session.  Berge – yes, Thompson – yes, Nelson – yes, Stendahl – yes, Bjerke – yes, Hanson – yes and Boehne – yes.  

Adjournment:  A motion was made by Thompson and seconded by Bjerke to adjourn at 8:49 p.m.  Motion carried.


_____________________________________________

Dean Boehne, Village President

_____________________________________________


Michelle Loken, Village Clerk
